TOWN OF CLARKSON
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
December 17, 2014

The Zoning Board of Appeals of the Town of Clarkson met on Wednesday, December 17, 2014
at the Clarkson Town Hall, 3710 Lake Road, Clarkson, NY at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT-Board Members Support Staff

Conrad Ziarniak — Chairperson Kristen DiFilippo, Bldg. Dept. Coordinator
Paul Dittman

Leslie Zink

Tom Guarino

Joe Perry

CALL TO ORDER
Conrad Ziarniak-Chairperson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led those present in
the Pledge of Allegiance. The agenda was reviewed by the Board Members.

PUBLIC HEARING

PB Clarkson, LLC. (Basset Group) — 3670 Lake Road

C. Ziarniak opened the Public Hearing by reading aloud the legal notice. Pat Basset, owner of
the Basset Group, outlined the plan for a proposed sign. He stated they are proposing a pylon
sign to be erected on the Clarkson Commons property to identify the businesses in the plaza.
He added that he has been working with the Town of Clarkson and the Historical Society on the
design of the sign to be sure to fit the “Hamlet” style. He stated the plaza sits down 12 feet
from Ridge Road, making it hard to identify the businesses. After working with the Town for
over a year, P. Basset feels the design of his sign will be a wonderful addition to the property.

C. Ziarniak reviewed the details of the application. He stated the location is on the northeast
corner of the intersection of Ridge Road and Lake Road and southwest corner of the property.
The overall height of the proposed sign from the ground up is 24 feet. The bottom of the sign
will be open 6 to 8 feet so there will be no sight obstruction to drivers. The proposed sign will
be erected below the sidewalk level on Ridge Road. The actual signage will be 12 feet by 6 feet,
60 square feet total. On the top of the sign will be a box with egg shell-type glass and opaque
lights. The roof portion will be made of treated copper. The sign will utilize LED lighting. C.
Ziarniak stated the variance needed for the proposed sign is for the overall size and height of
the sign. Town Code § 140-13 D: No sign shall be newly erected in the Town which has a
surface area in excess of 40 square feet or a height in excess of 14 feet. The height shall be
taken as the vertical distance from the uppermost portion of the sign to the ground. A sight
obstruction variance is also needed per Town Code § 140-11: No obstruction to the view of
traffic approaching a street intersection may be placed or permitted to remain within the
triangle formed by the intersecting street lines and points 75 feet from the intersection of said
street lines when either street is a major road, and points 50 feet from said intersection when
neither street is a major road.

C. Ziarniak opened up the floor for comments and questions from the public. Janet Buttery
asked P. Basset for the exact location of the proposed sign and asked what the sign would be
made of. P. Basset answered that the sign will be made of treated timbers. If the timbers are
too heavy to use, the sign will then be made of steel and cased with timbers. J. Buttery asked if
the Historical Society has approved the proposed sign. C. Ziarniak then read aloud the findings
from the Architectural Review Board which summarized their unanimous approval. To date,
there has been no further correspondence received from the ARB. P. Basset stated the
proposed sign has taken 2 years to design with input and approval from the ARB.
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C. Ziarniak asked Board members if they had any questions and or concerns. J. Perry asked
about sign maintenance. He is concerned that people will hang yard sale signs and other signs
on the new structure. P. Basset stated the management group is in town a few days a week
and will monitor property. In addition, staff from the Millhouse will be able to help keep watch
on a daily basis. C. Ziarniak stated Building Inspector, Chad Fabry will inspect the foundation
and framing to make sure there is no sight obstruction potential.

Motion by Conrad Ziarniak

Seconded by Paul Dittman

To determine that this Special Permit and Area Variance application is a Type |l SEQR action and
therefore not subject to further environmental review.

Unanimously carried

Board Members reviewed the criteria for granting an Area Variance as follows:

1. What benefit will be derived by the applicant who is seeking this variance?
The benefit is for identification of the businesses.

2. What changes will be produced in the neighborhood by the granting of this
application? No change to the neighborhood.

3. What other methods does the applicant have to achieve the benefit other than the
area variance? Because of the unique topography of the property, there is no other
possible method.

4. Will the proposed variance have an adverse effect or impact on the physical or
environmental conditions in the neighborhood? The sight obstruction of the

proposed sign, but based on observation and inspection, the obstruction will be
corrected.

5. How was the alleged difficulty created? Inherited topography of the property.

(The above answers were given by C. Ziarniak.)

Motion by Conrad Ziarniak
Seconded by Tom Guarino
To close the Public Hearing.
Unanimously carried

Motion by C. Ziarniak

Seconded by Leslie Zink

To approve the application for 3670 Lake Road with the following conditions: (1) Building
Inspector, Chad Fabry will perform a sight obstruction inspection to make sure there is no
visual impairment for drivers; and (2) the sign be maintained in like-new condition.
Unanimously carried

NEW BUSINESS

Ulrich Sign Co., Inc. (Chris McCaffrey) — 8389 Ridge Road West

Regarding: Request for a Special Permit for a replacement permanent sign. Proposing changing
the faces on the existing sign located at Crosby’s, 8389 Ridge Road West. Currently the sign
displays 3 price points. The replacement sign would display 2, regular and diesel gas prices.
The proposed replacement sign would use LED lights and a handheld remote to allow workers
to change gas prices on a daily basis rather than the current way of manually standing on a
ladder.

The LED company that will produce the sign is a U.S. based company called WatchFire. The
proposed sign will be maintenance free and the LED lights will automatically dim at night.
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The LED sign is guaranteed for 5 years and because the company is U.S. based, the parts are
more readily available and reliable if problems occur.

Motion by Conrad Ziarniak

Seconded by Leslie Zink

To approve the application for 8389 Ridge Road West with the following conditions: (1) The
proposed sign be maintained in like-new condition; and (2) the new light signature reduce the
amount of light being produced.

Request for a REPLACEMENT SIGN — ZBA Application fee: -0-

* When it can be established that an existing sign has been permitted, and a new sign is
proposed in its place, the ZBA requests the applicant to complete a sign permit application
(including location of sign on instrument survey or tape location map). If the ZBA determines
that the new sign is virtually identical with respect to size, location, illumination, etc.
(“apples to apples”) then no fee or public hearing would be required. If it is significantly
different, then it would be treated as a new sign permit and the application fee and public
hearing would be required.

Unanimously carried

MINUTES

Motion by Paul Dittman

Seconded by Tom Guarino

To approve the December 3, 2014 minutes.
Unanimously carried

NEXT MEETING

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals will be Wednesday,
January 7, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. Tom Guarino will be absent January 21, 2015. Joe Perry will be
absent February 4, 2015.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Conrad Ziarniak
Seconded by Joe Perry

To adjourn the meeting at 8:17pm.
Unanimously carried

Respectfully submitted,
Kristen DiFilippo
Building Department Coordinator

Approved 1/07/2015



