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Seymour Library- Annual Report 2022

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

QOverview

The purpose of the State Annual Report tracks data for librarles across the state and nationally. This data informs
municipalities, libraries, and trustees of the state of llbraries for various purposes, depending on thelr position, This
report gets complled and used at the federal, state, county, and municipal fevel, In many cases for funding purposes.
In this case, the Annual Report serves to demonstrate Its statlstics and funding between simitar librarles of a similar
slze for our municlpalities.

Circulation

Tracking circulation year over year helps substantiate whether or not the library's collection has itams desirable to jts
community. In this case, the library’s clrculation rose from 121.348 clrcufations in 2021 by 1.45% to 126,846
creulations h 2022. We have trended, and continue to trend, in an upward demand for our materials as pre-covid
operations begin to resume,

Door Count

The library door count rose from 42,588 in 2021 by 36% to 57,092 In 2022, The and of mask mandates, resuming
regular, In person programming, and offer the budgeted 53 hours per week &l certainly played a role. The summer
reading splke appears to have stabilized and carrled through the year.

Programs/Summer Reading

Programs offered and attended decreased from 2021 to 2022, Total Children’s and Young Adult programs decreased
in attendance by 25% and 16%, respectively. However, staffing in the Children's posttion created challenges at
maintalning consistency In programming and collectlons throughout year. Interestingly, the Adult programs and Child
Literacy programs stabilized and Increased.

Budget

Dtie to a variety of factors, including the 135,000 bequest from the estate of Dorcas Michaels, the fundraising done
by the board, Friends, and Foundation, and staffing shortages, the Hbrary ended the year at a surpius above and
heyond general operating expenses, However, these measures represent one year windfall, rather than a long-{erm
strategy.

Highlights

By most metrics, 2022 represented a successful year for the Seymour Library. As we hegin nearing the benchmarks

for pre-pandemic usage by patrons within the commualty, as well as the full staffing necessary to complement that
goal, we will llkely begin seeing more patrons caming through the door, attending programs, and horrowing hooks.

We will need to verify our funding model meets the Long Term Strateglc Goals of efficlency, hut also consider which
areas of our funding model we can supplement [n the long term.

Seymour Library Annual Report, Executive Summary Page 1
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